
Central Elementary School Newsletter

November 2023
“Diving into Learning”

From the Principal:
Hello Central Elementary School Families-

It’s November, and we know that means we’re in for some exciting events in
the coming months. With so many communities and cultures celebrating
major holidays this season, it’s a wonderful time to be a kid (and a pretty
great time to work with kids, too!)

These holidays and traditions, though, can also remind us of the wide range
of cultures and experiences our children bring to school with them. This
season can remind us that at Central Elementary, it’s not just our
commonalities- the traditions and values we share- that make us strong. It’s
our differences too.

This time of year, as we find opportunities to gather and celebrate with
friends and loved ones, consider taking some time to talk to your kids about
their classmates. Ask them what they’ve noticed about things they have in
common or areas where they’re different. Do any of them celebrate
different holidays? Speak a different language? Learn differently? How
might school feel different for students from different backgrounds? Current
events play a part in this conversation, too- students may not realize that
there are families around us that are directly impacted by the conflicts in
Ukraine, Israel, and elsewhere. What might school feel like for them? Most
importantly, how can we help them feel connected and supported?

As a close-knit community, we can remember that welcoming others doesn’t
always just mean including them in our world- sometimes it means opening
ourselves up to theirs, too. With so much going on this time of year, it’s a
perfect opportunity to teach our children about the value of diversity- and
maybe to let them teach us a little bit, too.

All the Best,
Mr. Thompson

Important Dates:
November 1st- Teacher Workday- Schools Closed for Elementary and Middle Schools
November 2nd- Book Fair Family Night- Story Hour and Ice Cream Social (5:30-8:00)
November 6th-8th- CogAT Testing for 2nd and 5th Grades

Central Elementary School

Communication

Website;

https://www.aacps.org/Page/

4193

Connect ED: Phone/email

parent notification system

Paper Flyers: Backpack mail

for students (taken home in

folders)

School Agenda Books:

Provided for each student

Email: Staff emails can be
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https://www.aacps.org/Page/

4200

Twitter: (No account

required) Information about

late buses in the afternoon,

photos from school events,

flyers.

https://twitter.com/CentralE
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CES PTO centralespto.org



November 10th- PTO Movie Night
November 20th-21st- Parent Teacher Conferences (Teachers will contact families)- Schools Closed for Students
November 22nd-24th- Thanksgiving Break- Schools Closed
December 1st- School Picture Retakes
December 5th- Unity Day- 2 Hr. Early Dismissal
December 14th- Strings Concert (6:00 pm)
December 25th-January 1st- Winter Break

Parents and Guardians,
Beginning on November 7th, students in grades 3rd-5th grades will take part in lessons about
substance abuse prevention. Please read more about the content of these lessons in the following
letter.
Letter: Let's Start Talking MD Act Lessons
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Venturella, the school counselor at
lventurella@aacps.org or 410-222-1075.

iReady Expectations
YES! AACPS is still doing iReady!
If you’re unsure how to supplement your child’s instruction, remember that all students
should be engaging in 30-50 minutes of iReady Reading every week, and many should be
doing 30-50 minutes of math per week as well. Click here for more information about
AACPS’s expectations for students work on iReady!

Volunteering and PTO:
Don’t forget- if you’re hoping to volunteer in school or at PTO events, you’ll need a background check. Click
here to learn more about completing one, and check out the Central Elementary PTO page to learn more about

opportunities (centralespto.org or https://www.facebook.com/CentralESPTO/)

Advanced Learning at Central Elementary

The Central Elementary Advanced Learner Programs Committee is focused on supporting gifted and
advanced learners through ongoing data analysis to ensure students are working at their full potential.
The data charts below show how GT students performed on ELA and Math MCAP in the spring of 2023.
All GT students scored at either the proficient learner level or distinguished learner level on ELA MCAP.
In Math, five percent of 2022-2023 3rd Grade GT learners (current 4th Grade) scored at the developing
learner level- all others were proficient or distinguished. Our School Improvement goal is to increase the
number of students who score proficient or better on MCAP in 2024. Our school Leadership, School
Improvement, and ALPs teams have drilled down to identify students who are on the cusp of proficiency.
We are working collaboratively to support these students through targeted instruction.








